Lightweight SI for Summer Sprints & Metro League

Introduction

These instructions are for running an event with the BSM7-P printer kit. In NSW, Big Foot and the NSW Junior squad each have one of these kits. The instructions show what you need to do for the event and how to process the results afterwards to produce results and splits to use on the web.

Before the Event

Charge the Printer

Plug the charger into the printer and charge it from the mains until the green light is permanently on. This shouldn't take more than a few hours. You don't need mains power at the event.
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Clear the Download Station

Insert the SI-stick marked “clear backup” into the download station. The download station doesn't need to be plugged into anything when you do this.
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Prepare Result/Registration Cards

We need to use registration cards which double as results/safety cards at the event.

A Word document is available on the Big Foot web-site at:

http://www.bigfootorienteers.com under Event Resources

The runner fills in the card,  completing their name, contact and SI number details.

They hand it in when they register. 

While they run the card is passed to the finish.

(For MetroLeague events each team will complete a team card covering the team's 5 runners).

After the competitor finishes, the result is written onto the card and the card is displayed.

(For MetroLeague events, the results are written onto the results white-board).

The cards are used to check there is no-one still out.

After the event the cards are used to collect the names corresponding to each SI card (see below).

Alternative Approach

It is possible to just print each result twice. The first copy gets the runner's name written on it and is kept by the organizer to process the SI cards. The second copy goes to the competitor. 

At the Event

Set-up

Use the Clear, Start, Finish and regular control units as usual. Probably safest for the starter to have the clear box at very small events.

The download station is hooked up to the printer using the black cable. 

Make sure that the cable is plugged in correctly and that the printer is turned on. It will turn itself off after a period of inactivity.[image: image4.png]



Procedure

After competitors finish they should stick their SI sticks into the download control. The printer should spit out their splits. At this point you can either print out a second copy or you can fill in the results stub, depending on what approach you are taking. Take care tearing the paper, otherwise the next print may jam.

Results Processing 

(Software installation can be done before the event and only needs to be done once.)

Install all required software

Install program SI-Simple (these instructions refer to version 0.8.2) from http://sourceforge.net/projects/sisimple
If you can't read the SI unit with SI Simple, you may also need the SportIdent supplied program SI-Config: Install program SI-Config from SI-ConfigSetup.exe. Links to this software are on the Big Foot web-site under Event Resources, or just visit the SportIdent web-page, http://www.sportident.com

Refer to Appendix A for details on how to use SI-Config.

Connect Download Station to PC

Connect the download station via the grey cable and a serial-to-USB converter to your PC.

[image: image5.png]



You may find that your PC has to install a driver for the USB-to-serial converter the first time you use it. There are a number of different converters about (including some built into some SI download boxes). Make sure you have the right driver installed.

Create Results

Run the SI-Simple program. 

Refresh SI archive

Refresh the archive of SI sticks with the latest version. Use the menu SI Numbers|Load Archive
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Download Results Data

Click on the File|Download menu item or the red SI unit icon to start the download dialog:

Choose the port that your SI unit is plugged into and click on Download.
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The number of cards downloaded will display in the bottom left and when the download has finished, the status text will indicated what types of cards were downloaded.

Click on Close to continue processing the results.

If you have problems with the download in SI Simple, you can download the backup-data in the unit with the SI-Config software supplied by SportIdent. See Appendix A below.

Set the Course Data

You will be asked whether you want SISimple to Import or Guess the courses. You can also add the courses yourself now, or later. If you have the course data in XML format (from PurplePen or later versions of OCAD), just import it.

If you ask SI Simple to guess the courses, you will see a dialog like this:
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SI Simple will often guess courses that don't exist, based on the mis-punching that some runners have indulged in. Select those lines and delete them. Click on Edit to give names to the courses and to set their length. You may also want to re-arrange the courses using the Move Up & Move Down buttons, so that they are listed in the right order in the results.

Click Close when you have finished. SI Simple will now calculate and then display the results (and optionally the splits).

 With any luck all will be well with the world and you will see something like this:
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You can fix up small problems in the results:

Set or change name, club or course For runner

To change the name for a runner, select the download (top window) or the result (bottom window), right-click, choose “alter” and use the dialog to alter the details.

Delete a result

Right-click on the runner and choose Delete.

DNF, DSQ or Reinstate Runner

To DNF, DSQ or re-instate a runner select the runner's name and right-click. Choose DNF, DSQ or Re-instate as appropriate. A runner who you re-instated may be missing some splits, but should otherwise look OK in the results.

Set Event Title
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To set the event title for use on the web-page, just type it into the title box:

Other Problems

If you have a unit that stops working its probably easiest to just delete it from the course.

If two people use the same SI card, you will have to rename one of the results – you'll need the results slips to know who did what time.

If one or more SI units has the wrong time in it, so that splits (or results) are wrong, you can adjust the time using the Courses|Fix Clock Errors dialog. 

When you have finished massaging the results, check the “HTML” box and then “Save Results”  - you should then have a web-page that is good to go.

If you alter any card details, you may be prompted to save the changes in a file. If you do this, you can send the resulting file to undy at tpg com au so that any new SI numbers can be captured for use in the online database.

Appendix A

Using SI-Config to download the SI Unit

Download SI Data

Run the SI-Config program.

It may find the port that it is connected to on its own. Otherwise try picking the port using the menu item Program Settings > Serial Port.

Set the communications option to “direct”, rather than “remote”.

Set the communications speed to 4800. It will work at faster speeds, but when you plug the SI unit back into the printer, it will try to talk to the printer at the faster speed and the printout will be garbage.

Click on the text “Read” on the green bar to make sure you are connected. You should see something like this:
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If you see that, everything is good.

Click on the Read backup-memory button:
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You should see a summary of the SI cards read appear on the right-hand side.

Click on the “ASCII view” button [image: image1.emf]
This brings up a new Window:
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Click on the “File>Store SI card data file” menu item to save the data.
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Save the file as a file named RAWDATA.CSV. You must use Comma as the delimiters.

Note: If the file already exists, delete it first, SI-Config doesn't always over-write old files, even f it prompts with an “Are you sure” message.

Back in SI Simple:

Open the file you created in using SI-Config before using the File|Open menu command, or the corresponding icon. Continue with the SI Simple instructions as though you had downloaded from Si Simple.
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